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 A BLANK 
CANVAS
A BRAND NEW

 
HO

M
E W

AS  
THE PERFECT  
BACKDRO

P  
FO
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Plush Life A C
haddock  

sofa cloaked in Kravet velvet 
sets the tone in the den, 
w

here the leather chair, 
natural-hide ottom

an and 
olive oak side tables are all 
through W

akefield D
esign 

C
enter. Shades fashioned 

from
 Rom

o fabric fill the 
w

indow
s; the rug is from

 
J.D

. Staron. See Resources.
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EPEN
D

IN
G

 O
N

 YO
U

R
 PO

IN
T

 O
F V

IEW
, the notion of a blank canvas can 

either be very daunting or incredibly irresistible. For one couple w
ith three young 

children, the w
all-to-w

all expanses of w
hite in a new

 D
arien C

olonial proved to be the 
latter. “There w

as no one else’s touch on it. It w
as com

pletely raw,” explains the w
ife about the appeal of 

the spec hom
e designed by architect A

lex K
aali-N

agy. “M
y husband and I both love big classic houses, 

and this one w
as also in a neighborhood w

here w
e alw

ays envisioned living.”
Sim

ilarly, interior designer A
m

y Zolin of C
larity H

om
e Interiors saw

 the untouched w
alls, w

ainscots 
and crow

n m
oldings as the perfect backdrop for layering on the saturated hues, subtle patterns and 

textural variety that w
ould m

ake the house a standout. “I love color and I like taking risks,” says Zolin, 
w

ho dove in w
ith deep peacock w

alls enhancing the crisp w
hite paneling and a painted table in sim

ilar 
tones in the entry. A

n offbeat em
erald-cut pattern on the w

ood floors designed in collaboration w
ith 

decorative artist C
hristopher Rollinson (“W

e steered clear of m
ore traditional diam

onds or squares,” 
Zolin notes) further contributes to the idea that this is a traditional hom

e w
ith a bit of an edge.

D
raw

ing inspiration from
 an abstract painting by Janet M

ait, the designer introduced pops of fuch-
sia in the living room

 w
ith accent pillow

s on the w
hite velvet sofa w

hile continuing the deep blue on a 
pair of crushed velvet stools that provide seating by the fireplace in the long, narrow

 space. “M
y father 

is from
 India, so I love bright colors,” shares the w

ife. Rem
iniscent of a jew

elry display, the glass and 
brass coffee table is lined w

ith a pink velvet shelf, and a w
hite hair-on-hide chair adds a textural layer.

In answ
er to the couple’s request to reuse and repurpose as m

any item
s from

 their previous hom
es 

as possible, the designer flanked one w
indow

 w
ith their tw

o m
atching w

ood chests and m
irrors, and 

reupholstered a set of vintage w
ood-fram

ed chairs w
ith a chinoiserie dragon fabric. “It’s an iconic subtle 

print on linen that is very crisp and fresh,” explains Zolin, w
ho sheathed the w

alls in a calm
 taupe-gray 

D
ine In Style (ABO

VE) C
hristopher Rollinson handpainted the dining room

 w
alls w

ith layers of silver leaf. Zolin designed the custom
 drapery panels w

ith Schum
acher linen. 

Pattern Plays (O
PPO

SITE PAG
E, TO

P TO BO
TTO

M) In the living room
, From

ental grasscloth on the w
alls com

plem
ents the subtle hues of Schum

acher fabrics on the drapes and 
w

ood-fram
e chairs. The coffee table is through W

akefield D
esign C

enter, and C
larity H

om
e Interiors designed the velvet stools. In the entry, a handpainted floor by C

hristopher 
Rollinson is com

plem
ented by a H

ighland H
ouse H

am
ilton table. The soft lines of the brass C

irca Lighting ceiling fixture contrast w
ith the floor’s geom

etry. See Resources.
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Poolside Panache (ABO
VE AN

D 
O

PPO
SITE PAG

E TO
P) Janus et C

ie 
furnishings in blue and gray 

tones provide com
fy seating 

under the pool house pergola.  
The landscape design around the 

pool is by Kristen Andronow
itz. 

See Resources.

D
esign D

etail ( ABO
VE) A W

illiam
s 

Sonom
a gooseneck lam

p illum
inates 

the sink in the pool house. C
olonial 

B
ones ( LEFT) Thanks to grand colum

ns 
and beautiful brickw

ork, the back 
side of the house m

akes an elegant 
statem

ent. See Resources.
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grasscloth and then fram
ed the w

indow
s w

ith w
hite linen drapes edged w

ith hand-sew
n gray beads. 

“W
e w

ere going for a light, layered look and the dark chests w
ere tricky, but the w

allcovering w
as  

perfect against those gorgeous pieces.” 
In the dining room

, lively em
erald drapes set against silver leaf w

alls w
ith a handpainted bird and 

butterfly m
otif is another successful juxtaposition. “The w

all pattern ties to their H
erend Rothschild 

china,” explains the designer, w
ho utilized an existing table and chairs, freshening the latter w

ith durable 
w

hite Perennials fabric. “The exploding chandelier is a m
odern surprise.”

A
 C

hippendale leather w
ingback, a com

m
odious tufted blue velvet sofa and lacquered paneled w

alls 
in the den establish a w

arm
, inviting am

bience. “This room
 is the sam

e size as the living room
, but w

e 
w

anted it to feel sm
aller and cozier, and details like the faux w

ood w
allpaper on the ceiling and the 

handpainted linen shades w
ith a subtle floral pattern help accom

plish that,” says the designer, w
ho 

grounded the space w
ith an Irish linen rug. “It feels like w

ool, and it’s so soft—
it w

as like w
rapping the 

room
 in a cashm

ere sw
eater.”

Stepping into the landscape w
here architect Ed C

lem
ente designed the pool house to be a m

ini-m
e 

replica of the m
ain residence and builder Bob Fieber finessed the pergola and brick details, Zolin notes, 

“The architecture is traditional, but it has a m
odern, youthful vibe.” The efficient structure includes a 

full bathroom
 on one side, dressing room

 w
ith built-ins on the other, and handy refrigerator draw

ers in 
betw

een. The blues and grays established in the m
ain house continue on the w

icker furnishings, and an 
exuberant floral array in the landscape also ties back to the prim

ary residence. A
bout this, the designer 

explains, “The colors in nature and the hues on the interiors play off each other to create a lovely bal-
ance both inside and out.” <


