
  co
n

n
ecticu

t co
ttag

es &
 g

ard
en

s 
 o

cto
ber 20

22                                                                                                                                                                                                                      co
ttag

esg
ard

en
s.co

m

 COTTAGESGARDENS.COM | OCTOBER 2022

LET’S 
DECOR ATE!



80 ctc&g  cottagesgardens.com  october 2022

CLARITY HOME INTERIORS DELIVERS  
A SERENE, FAMILY-FRIENDLY DESIGN

BY JAMIE MARSHALL | PHOTOGRAPHS BY NEIL LANDINO JR.

Gracious Welcome 
(this page) The designer 
furnished the entry hall 
with a custom curved 
bench in a textured 
performance fabric from 
Osborne & Little and a 
neutral area rug from 
Palace Oriental Rugs of 
Wilton. The round table is 
by Michael Trent Coates. 
Design For Living 
(opposite page) A Highland 
House sofa and cocktail 
table anchor one of two 
seating areas in the living 
room. A pair of abstract 
paintings are from 
Swoon; the faux fig tree 
is through Trovare Home 
Design. See Resources.
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Breathing



Bright And Breezy (this 
page) Above the living room 
fireplace, a Carvers’ Guild 
mirror is flanked by Hudson 
Valley Lighting sconces. 
The two small benches 
are through Global Views, 
the round pedestal accent 
table is from Arteriors, and 
the rug is from Coverture. 
Divine Details (opposite 
page) A white vase from 
Clarity Home Interiors tops a 
custom Holly Hunt console. 
The black charcoal drawing 
is by the husband’s father. 
See Resources.

N 
O DOUBT THE COVID 19  
pandemic changed the way many people 
live. For one young couple, it meant leav-
ing Manhattan with their toddler in tow 
and plans to ride out the lockdown in Old 
Greenwich. A week into their six-month 

rental, they pivoted. “We looked at each other and were like ‘huh we should 
probably just move out here’,” says the wife, who was six months pregnant at 
the time. They fell in love with a Rich Granoff–designed and Greg Silver–
built stone-and-clapboard home on two acres in central Greenwich. Besides 
the proximity to downtown, it had tons of living space both indoors and out 
with “a large backyard where my kids could run and play soccer,” she adds.

If the decision to buy the house was a no-brainer, figuring out how to fur-
nish it was more of a challenge. “It was our first house, and it was a bit over-
whelming,” the wife notes. She turned to Instagram and was immediately 
captivated by the work of Greenwich-based designer, Amy Zolin, founder of 
Clarity Home Interiors. “Amy’s design felt very fresh and modern and young. 
It really spoke to me.”

“The first time I stepped into the entry facing into the living room, I felt 
a sense of sweeping air and so much light coming in from the wall of doors 
leading to the terraces,” Zolin recalls. “The home was in beautiful shape.”

The goal was to create a space that reflected the couple’s lifestyle. They both 
worked from home and wanted an inviting and relaxing space. “The design 
had to fit into the architecture of the house, which has more of a traditional 
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Kitchen Cachet (above) The 
kitchen island is designed 

for a crowd with stools from 
Interlude Home. The Roman 

shades above the sink are 
crafted from a Rogers & 
Goffigon fabric. Dine-In 
Style (right) Blue-velvet 

upholstered chairs and a 
table from Highland House 

add a playful element to the 
dining room, while a Phillip 

Jeffries grasscloth warms 
up the space. A Damien 

Hirst print from the owner’s 
collection hangs above a 

Chaddock Home credenza, 
which is topped with 

candlesticks from Eleish Van 
Breems. See Resources.

Gray Space (opposite page)  
In the cheerful breakfast room, 
Gat Creek chairs cozy up to 
a Chaddock dining table. The 
area rug is from L&M Custom 
Carpets, and the prints are 
1930s-era advertisements  
for the U.S. National Parks. 
See Resources.

Dine-In Delight (above) An Oscar de la Renta paper through Lee Jofa lines 
the dining-room walls. Chair backs are upholstered in a Quadrille Fabrics 
print and the fronts in a leather from Edelman Leather. The rug is from 
Serena & Lily, and the lantern from Coleen & Company. Glasses are from 
Juliska, ceramic urn is by Frances Palmer. Soothing Blues (top) A rug from 
ABC Carpet & Home sets the tone for the living room, where Duralee slipper 
chairs are covered in a Schumacher linen, and the Century Furniture sofa in a 
Schumacher velvet. Sofa pillows wear a Pierre Frey textile. See Resources.
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vibe to it.” says Zolin. It was equally important to maintain a sense of tran-
quility. “I’m not into big colors or huge oversized ostentatious pieces,” the wife 
says. “I wanted to be able to come into the house and breathe.” 

The first step was warming up the entry hall, with its curved wall panel-
ing and grand staircase. “We had to convince them that it was an important 
place to make a statement as a prelude of what was to come in the living 
spaces,” says Zolin. Mission accomplished. A custom bench mimics the 
curve of the wall and staircase, a round walnut accent table adds an organic 
feel and a neutral area rug has a grounding touch.. 

Zolin continued the feeling of lightness throughout the downstairs with a 
mix of child-friendly fabrics and furnishings. She created two separate seat-
ing areas in the living room and framed the windows and French doors with 
linen sheers. “I could picture all of the doors open and this romantic linen 
billowing out to the terraces that wrap around the house,” she says. The fam-
ily room is warm and inviting with its stone fireplace and two comfortable, 
deep Verellen sofas. The large open kitchen features a casual breakfast area, 
with spill-friendly, hand-painted wooden chairs. 

The mood turns more playful in the dining room with its blue velvet 
upholstered chairs and white table. A Damien Hirst print from the home-
owner’s collection hangs above a credenza, which holds a collection of 
Swedish painted beechwood candlesticks. Here, too, Zolin framed the doors 
and windows with a Clarence House linen with an embroidered floral motif. 
“I’m not a fan of florals,” the wife says. “But I trusted Amy, and now I love it. 
I end up taking a lot of my Zoom calls in there.” 

Upstairs, the primary bedroom exudes serenity with its peaceful palette 
of blues, taupe and cream. When the client mentioned she loved the spa at 
the Mayflower Inn, Zolin created a snug “relaxation” room overlooking the 
grounds and pool. For the mother of four (including twin newborns), relax-
ation may be a distant memory. “It’s a beautiful room,” she says. “I don’t have 
a lot of time to spend in it. But when I do, I just sort of exhale.” ✹

THE DESIGN  
HAD TO FIT 
INTO THE 
ARCHITECTURE 
OF THE HOUSE, 
WHICH HAS 
MORE OF A 
TRADITIONAL 
VIBE TO IT

Family Time (above) In the light-
filled family room, an area rug from 
L&M Custom Carpets anchors a 
pair of Verellen sofas and a bench 
upholstered in a Romo fabric. 
The brushed bronze table lamp is 
from Arteriors, as is the rounded 
iron side table. Serene Sanctuary 
(right) The walls in the primary 
bedroom sport Holly Hunt’s Bijou 
Fog wallpaper. The headboard 
on the Vanguard Furniture bed is 
finished with a Holly Hunt fabric. 
An Arteriors table lamp tops a 
Highland House nightstand. The 
swivel chairs are through Highland 
House, and the area rug is from 
Stark Carpet. Layered Look 
(opposite page) In the powder room, 
a Zoffany wallpaper complements 
a custom marble vanity with a wall-
mounted faucet from Waterworks. 
See Resources.
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